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LARRY MOORE’S GARDEN TIPS

LOCATION: Find a sunny spot . . . making sure sun reaches the location at least half of the day,
two thirds would be better . . . don't locate under trees . . . they sap the moisture as well as block-
ing the sun . .. make sure the location is where water doesn’t stand . . . if you've noticed a long-
standing water puddle in your yard after a rain, don’t put your garden there . . . make sure your
garden is situated so rows can run in an east-west direction . . . that gets you more sunlight and
more warmth from the sun to the base of the plants and to the roots in early spring.

SIZE; For a family of four, | recommend a garden 20 feet by 30 feet in size . . . that'll give you a
good taste of fresh vegetables all summer . . . if you don’t have that much space, you can go even
smaller . . . beware of going much larger unless you're a veteran . . . the work required grows as
the size of the plot grows.

TOOLS:To have a good garden you don’t need to buy a garden tiller that may cost you $200 or
more . . . you really just need a spading fork, or potato fork as some people call it . . . the potato
fork doesn’t pack the soil like a spade or shovel when you turn it over . . . and you need a simple
garden rake for breaking up the soil . . . and then a hoe to keep down the weeds this summer . . .
for $15, you can buy all three and that's all you really need.

PREPARING THE SOIL: The most important step . . . don’t worry about soil testing . . . what
you need are five materials . . . a bag of six cubic feet of peat moss, two 50-pound bags of well

rotted cow manure . . . a 50-pound bag of gypsum to break down any clay . . . 25 pounds of lime
... and then 20 to 25 pounds of commercial fertilizer . . . 5-10-10 or 5-10-5 . . . work it all into
your 20 by 30 foot plot . . . it'll all cost about $25 and eliminate the concern about soil testing
which is one reason lots of people never go gardening . . . one further tip: if you're spading up a
sodded area, don't turn under the sod; remove the sod and haul it away . . . it'll just dry out your
garden this summer.

WHAT TO PLANT:Plant what you like . . . but some vegetables are more difficult to grow . . .
| leave cauliflower, for example, to the pros . . . tomatoes are the best investment for the beginner
... after March 15, plant things like peas, onions, radishes, carrots, leaf lettuce, bibb lettuce, and
potatoes. After April 30, you can transplant tomatoes and peppers and plant green beans, shell-
out beans, baby limas, sweet corn, zucchini squash and cucumbers. Seed companies stand behind
their seeds even if you are a beginner, so you can always get your money back.
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plot that's left, mark off rows 18
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gram suggests . . . that's the planting
arrangement | used last year and the PEAS
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