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The Mason-Dixon Florida Poll was conducted by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc. of Washington, D.C. from October 26 through October 27, 2004. A total of 625 registered voters were interviewed statewide by telephone.  All stated they were likely to vote in the November general election.





Those interviewed were selected by the random variation of the last four digits of telephone numbers.  A cross-section of exchanges was utilized and quotas were assigned to reflect voter turn-out by county.





The margin for error, according to standards customarily used by statisticians, is no more than plus or minus 4 percentage points. This means that there is a 95 percent probability that the "true" figure would fall within that range if all voters were surveyed. The margin for error is higher for any subgroup, such as a regional or party grouping.





----------------------------------------------------------------


SAMPLE FIGURES: 





Men 300 (48%)         Women 325 (52%)





Whites 474 (76%) Blacks 69 (11%) Hispanic 75 (12%) Other 7 (1%) 





Democrats 281 (45%)  Republicans 263 (42%)  Independents 81 (13%)








REGION					   SAMPLE SIZE         			





North Florida  	              	115 interviews              


Central Florida      		   	140 interviews              


Gulf Coast					195 interviews


South Florida					175 interviews
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PLEASE NOTE:  This copyrighted report is the property of Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc.  It is not for duplication and/or redistribution.  Any party in unauthorized possession, engaging in unauthorized use, or involved in the unauthorized publication, duplication or transmission of this document is subject to a $5,000 publishing fee payable to the copyright holder.  News organizations that do not have a contractual relationship with Mason-Dixon may not quote from this document without written consent.
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	ANALYSIS





	By: J. Bradford Coker, Managing Director


	Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc.


	


	Subscribers may quote freely from this analysis.


	Please attribute all quotes to Mr. Coker and Mason-Dixon.


	Mr. Coker is available to answer questions at (904) 261-2444.








AMENDMENT 3 SUPPORT SURGES, OPPOSITION TO AMENDMENT 4 INCREASES


MIXED NUMBERS ON AMENDMENT 6, OTHERS LIKELY TO PASS





Gaining the support of a majority of Republican voters, passage of Amendment 3 to limit attorney fees appears to have gained new life.  Just a week ago, a plurality of Florida voters indicated they would vote “NO” on this measure, but a significant number of previously “undecided” voters have moved into the “YES” column.  Statewide, 48% of voters now say they will vote “YES” on , Amendment 3, 39% still say they will vote “NO” and 13% are undecided.





AMENDMENT 3 VOTE		“YES”	“NO”		UNDECIDED





Early October 2004		 45%       29%         26%


Mid October 2004		 34%       39%         27%


November 2004		      48%       39%         13%





While the increase in Republican support (from 48% to 59%) could be the product of GOP attacks on trial lawyers in the presidential race, support also increased among Democrats and Independents (although it is still below 50% in both groups).  Support among Democrats increased from 21% to 38% and among Independents it went from 32% to 47%.





On Amendment 4, to authorize a referendum on legalizing slot machines in two South Florida counties, opposition has increased over the past week – primarily outside of South Florida.  Statewide, 44% say they will vote “YES” (down from 48%), while 45% will vote “NO” (up from 32%) and 11% are undecided.  





AMENDMENT 4 VOTE		“YES”	“NO”		UNDECIDED





Early October 2004		 44%       34%         22%


Mid October 2004		 48%       32%         20%


November 2004		      44%       45%         11%





�
The majority of voters in Southeast Florida (56%) continue to support Amendment 4, but in the rest of the state only 39% currently say they will vote “YES”.  Two weeks ago, a plurality outside of South Florida was in favor of Amendment 4 (45%-33%).





AMENDMENT 4		STATE      SOUTH FLORIDA     REST OF STATE





“YES”			 44%           56%              39%


“NO”                 45%           36%              49%


UNDECIDED            11%            8%              12%





A majority of Florida voters continue to indicate they will vote to approve Amendment 1 (parental notification), Amendment 5 (increasing Florida’s minimum wage), Amendment 7 (allowing access to medical records) and Amendment 8 (revoking physician licenses for malpractice).  Statewide, 58% support Amendment 1, 63% support Amendment 5, 68% support Amendment 7 and 62% support Amendment 8.





Voters are split over Amendment 6, to de-authorize the bullet train.  Statewide, 44% say they will vote “YES”, 42% indicate they will vote “NO” and 14% are still undecided.  Support for this amendment has increased since our early October poll, however, that could simply be a function of incorporating the fiscal impact statement ($20-25 billion) into our poll question (it was not included in the previous poll). 





Still, passage of Amendment 6 could face an uphill fight.  In most referendums, “undecided” voters tend to break more sharply into the “No” column, which means that passage of this amendment remains uncertain.
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Now I’m going to ask you about several Constitutional amendments that will appear on the November general election ballot.





QUESTION: Amendment 1 proposes to amend the State Constitution to require by general law for notification to a parent or guardian of a minor before the termination of the minor’s pregnancy.  The amendment provides that the Legislature shall not limit or deny the privacy rights guaranteed to minors under the United States Constitution as interpreted by the United States Supreme Court.





If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	 - “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	 - “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           58%     59%     57%      45%     73%     51%


“NO”            31%     31%     31%      42%     19%     39%


UNDECIDED       11%     10%     12%      13%      8%     10%











QUESTION: Amendment 3 proposes to amend the State Constitution to provide that an injured claimant who enter into a contingency fee agreement with an attorney in a claim for medical liability is entitled to no less than 70% of the first $250,000 in all damages received by the claimant and 90% of damages in excess of $250,000, exclusive of reasonable and customary costs regardless of the number of defendants.





If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	 - “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	 - “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           48%     53%     43%      38%     59%     47%


“NO”            39%     38%     40%      49%     31%     39%


UNDECIDED       13%      9%     17%      13%     12%     14%























�
QUESTION: Amendment 4 authorizes Miami-Dade and Broward Counties to hold referenda on whether to authorize slot machines in existing, licensed pari-mutuel facilities – thoroughbred and harness racing, greyhound racing and jai alai – that have conducted live racing or games in that county during each of the last two calendar years effective before this amendment.  The Legislature may tax slot machine revenues, and any such taxes must supplement public education funding statewide.





If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	 - “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	 - “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           44%     50%     38%      50%     36%     51%


“NO”            45%     42%     48%      42%     50%     39%


UNDECIDED       11%      8%     14%       8%     14%     10%











QUESTION: Amendment 5 creates a Florida minimum wage covering all employees in the state covered by the federal minimum wage.  The state minimum will wage will start at $6.15 per hour six months after enactment, and thereafter be indexed by inflation each year.  It provides for enforcement, including double damages for unpaid wages, attorney’s fees, and fines by the state.  It forbids retaliation against employees for exercising this right.





If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	 - “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	 - “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           63%     60%     66%      81%     44%     64%


“NO”            27%     34%     20%       9%     47%     26%


UNDECIDED       10%      6%     14%      10%      9%     10%
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QUESTION: Amendment 6 repeals an amendment in the Florida Constitution that requires the Legislature, the Cabinet and the Governor to proceed with the development and operation of a high speed ground transportation system by the state and/or by a private entity. The probable financial impact of passage of this amendment is a state cost savings ranging from $20 billion to $25 billion over the next 30 years.








If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	- “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	- “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           44%     46%     42%      33%     54%     52%


“NO”            42%     43%     41%      48%     38%     35%


UNDECIDED       14%     11%     17%      19%      8%     13%











QUESTION: Current Florida law restricts information available to patients related to investigations of adverse medical incidents, such as medical malpractice.  Amendment 7 would give patients the right to review, upon request, records of health care facilities or provider’s adverse medical incidents, including those which could cause injury or death.  It provides that patients’ identities should not be disclosed.





If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	 - “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	 - “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           68%     65%     71%      71%     67%     63%


“NO”            17%     19%     15%      13%     20%     22%


UNDECIDED       15%     16%     14%      16%     13%     15%
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QUESTION: Current law allows medical doctors who have committed repeated medical malpractice to be licensed and practice medicine in Florida.  Amendment 8 prohibits medical doctors who have been found to have committed three or more incidents of medical malpractice from being licensed to practice medicine in Florida.





If you were voting on this amendment today, would you vote:





	 - “YES” in favor of the amendment, or


	 - “NO” against the amendment?





			STATE    MEN    WOMEN    DEMS    REPS    INDS





“YES”           62%     59%     65%      65%     60%     61%


“NO”            26%     34%     18%      24%     29%     24%


UNDECIDED       12%      7%     17%      11%     11%     15%
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