
HOW THE POLL WAS CONDUCTEDPRIVATE 

The Mason-Dixon Florida Poll was conducted by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research, Inc. of Washington, D.C. from August 23 through August 24, 2004.  It is two separate surveys – one poll of 500 registered Democratic voters who indicated they were likely to vote in the August 31 Democratic primary election and another poll of 500 registered Republican voters who indicated they were likely to vote in the August 31 Republican primary election.
Those interviewed were selected by the random variation of the last four digits of telephone numbers.  A cross-section of exchanges was utilized in order to ensure an accurate reflection of the state.  Quotas were assigned to reflect the primary voter turn-out by county.

The margin for error, according to standards customarily used by statisticians, is no more than plus or minus 4.5 percentage points for each group of primary voters. This means that there is a 95 percent probability that the "true" figure would fall within that range if the entire population were sampled.  The margin for error is higher for any subgroup, such as a regional or gender grouping.
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MARTINEZ PULLS AHEAD OF MCCOLLUM
Mel Martinez has surged ahead of Bill McCollum in the final week of Florida’s Republican Senate primary race.  Statewide, 33% of likely GOP primary voters now support Martinez (up from 24% in July), while 27% back McCollum (down from 29%), with Doug Gallagher a distant third at 12%, Johnnie Byrd drawing 7%, three other candidates getting little support (3% combined) and a significant 18% still undecided.
GOP PRIMARY VOTE  MARTINEZ  MCCOLLUM  GALLAGHER  BYRD  OTHERS  UND
July 2004            24%      29%         5%       7%    5%    30%
August 2004          33%      27%        12%       7%    3%    18%
While Martinez runs strongest in Central Florida (39%) and among Cuban/Hispanic GOP voters (73%), he is drawing support across the state and running ahead of McCollum in every region.  His lead is slightly stronger among Republican women (35%-25%) than it is with Republican men (31%-29%).
The appearance of President George W. Bush in Martinez television ads is likely a major factor behind this shift in campaign momentum.  Martinez (43% favorable) and McCollum (41% favorable) are equally liked by GOP voters and have similar total name recognition.  The Bush factor may be the driving influence as Republicans are making their choice between the two front-runners.

*** 500 LIKELY REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS ***

NAME RECOGNITION - REPUBLICANS
I am going to read you the names of several individuals who are candidates for public office in 2004.  

The first name is _____________.  Do you recognize that name?

(IF YES) Do you have a favorable, unfavorable or neutral opinion of ________?





RECOGNIZE   RECOGNIZE   RECOGNIZE     DON'T





FAVORABLE  UNFAVORABLE   NEUTRAL    RECOGNIZE





Mel Martinez           43%          8%         39%         10%       

Bill McCollum          41%         14%         37%          8%       

Doug Gallagher         26%         12%         45%         17%       

Johnnie Byrd           22%         14%         25%         39% 

Larry Klayman           8%          7%         21%         64%       

Sonya March             4%          2%         17%         77%       

Billy Kogut             2%          1%         19%         78%       

*** 500 LIKELY REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS ***

QUESTION: If the 2004 Republican primary election for U.S. Senate were held today, which one of the following candidates would get your vote: (ORDER ROTATED)









REGION




            NORTH    CENTRAL  GULF   SOUTH  






STATE  FLORIDA  FLORIDA  COAST  FLORIDA
Mel Martinez

      33%    32%       39%     32%     28%

Bill McCollum
      27%    30%       25%     30%     22%

Doug Gallagher
      12%     8%        8%     11%     26%

Johnnie Byrd

       7%     6%        9%      6%      4%

Larry Klayman
       2%     1%        1%      1%      5%

Sonya March

       1%     -         1%      2%      -
Billy Kogut

       -      -         -       -       -

Undecided (NOT READ)
 18%    23%       17%     18%     16%








SEX

    RACE





STATE  MEN  WOMEN  WHITES  HISPANICS
Mel Martinez

      33%   31%   35%     26%      73%

Bill McCollum
      27%   29%   25%     30%       8%

Doug Gallagher
      12%   14%   10%     12%      11%

Johnnie Byrd

       7%    7%    7%      8%       -
Larry Klayman
       2%    3%    1%      2%       -
Sonya March

       1%    1%    1%      1%       -
Billy Kogut

       -     -     -       -        -

Undecided (NOT READ)
 18%   15%   21%     21%       8%

