building inspector
Job Description

Anyone who has purchased a house knows how crucial an inspector can be! Monitors are needed in an industry that builds structures which must be safe in order to meet the necessary regulations and codes. An inspector will examine specific elements of structures using their understanding of engineering to determine if the structure meets compliance. Not uncommon to specialize in specific areas like plumbing or electrical work, an inspector draws upon his background in buildings and construction to inspect the structures and evaluate the finished work of the constructors. The inspector also draws upon design and safety. An inspector must be able to communicate, analyze information, and draw upon law, codes and standards to accurately asses the structure he or she is inspecting. A few of the tasks performed on this job are:
· Inspecting buildings, bridges, highways, and sewer systems for conformance to plans and codes
· Approving plans that meet codes and specifications

· Issuing building permits

· Examining elevators, escalators, lifts and hoists, and other lifting mechanisms to ensure they meet codes and safety measures

· Using survey equipment, tape measures, and other tools during inspections
· Issuing violations and stop-work orders

· Notifying owners, builders, and authorities of violations

· Conferring with owners, builders, and authorities to explain regulations and recommend changes

· Approving sign plans that meet specifications

· Maintaining daily logs and inspection records and preparing reports

Employment Outlook

( Employment of building inspectors is expected to increase as fast as the average for all occupations through year 2014.

(  Employment is expected to increase by more than 17% in Washington State by 2014.

(  Job opportunities for building inspectors are expected to be excellent through 2014, with an average of 105 openings each year.
2006 Average Annual Earnings



Pierce County
King County

Thurston County

Washington State

Entry

$39,236

$44,193

$44,782


$20.51/hr


Median
$52,411

$59,924

$52,686


$26.48/hr

Experienced
$57,923

$67,172

$56,035


$30.30/hr

Local Training Opportunities (Contact the school for more information) 
	Certificate or Degree Programs

	Bellingham Technical College
3028 Lindbergh Avenue

Bellingham, WA 98225

(360) 752-7000

www.btc.ctc.edu 
	Edmonds Community College

20000 68th Avenue West

Lynnwood, WA 98036

(425) 640-1458

www.edcc.edu 


Building inspector
Licensure/Certification/Training
To work as a building inspector, you must;

· Have a high school diploma or GED;

· Complete college course work;

· Complete on-the-job training; 

· Be in good physical shape; and
· Pass a state or local licensing exam
You can prepare to become a building inspector by taking courses. Some community colleges have certificate or degree programs in building inspection technology.
In these programs, you study building inspection, construction technology, and drafting. You also take courses in algebra, geometry, and English.

You need several years of work experience to get a job as an inspector. Many building inspectors have worked as carpenters, electricians, or plumbers.

Most building inspectors learn additional skills on the job from an experienced worker. During training, you learn:

· Inspection techniques;
· Codes, ordinances, and regulations;

· Contract specifications; and 

· Recordkeeping responsibilities

Many states require building inspectors to be certified. There are several levels of certification and the requirements vary by state.

Physical Working Conditions

( Work outdoors everyday and may often work indoors also
( Often wear hard hats and other safety attire, depending on the work site
( Are often exposed to sounds an noise levels that are distracting and uncomfortable
( Encounter contaminants sometimes during inspections
Career Advancement and Related Occupations
Building inspectors advise builders and the public on building codes and construction practices. Therefore, they must stay informed of changes in these areas. Continuing education in very important for advancement. An engineering or architectural degree is often required for advancement to supervisory positions. Certification can also help with advancement.
On-line sources for additional information
Washington State Department of Labor and Industries: http://www.lni.wa.gov/ 
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics: http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos206.htm 

Construct Your Career: http://www.buildingtrades.org/SchoolToWork/career.html 
Desirable Attributes and Skills

( Ability to listen to others, understand, and ask questions  ( Ability to motivate, develop, and direct people as 

■ Ability to express ideas clearly when speaking or writing  they work
( Ability to read and understand work-related items

( Ability to check how well one is learning
