Estimator
Job Description
For construction companies, estimators are key to getting work projects. Cost estimators develop the cost information that business owners or managers need to make a bid for a contract or to determine if a proposed new product will be profitable. They also determine which endeavors will make a profit. They analyze and prepare estimates for the planning, organizing and scheduling of construction projects.  On the preconstruction side of the industry, estimators focus on up coming projects examining information, working with blueprints, specifications, proposals, services. They use established methods and techniques to come up with figures to analyze project requirements.  While often working alone, an estimator may often meet with clients, vendors or sub contractors to discuss and resolve questions around a project.  The work requires mental concentration, a strong attention to detail, and analytical abilities. 
Cost estimators also need knowledge of computers, including word-processing and spreadsheet packages. In some instances, familiarity with special estimation software or programming skills also may be required.

Employment Outlook

( Employment of estimators is expected to increase as faster than average for all occupations through year 2014.

(  Employment is expected to increase over 19% in Washington State by 2014.

(  Due to the great demand for skilled workers, wages in this trade are above average for construction occupations.

(  Growth of the construction industry will be the driving force behind the demand for cost estimators. Job prospects are best for those with construction experience and a bachelor’s degree in a related field.
2004 Average Annual Earnings



Pierce County
King County

Thurston County

Washington State

Entry

$38,644

$43,963

$33,883


$19.50/hr


Median
$64,161

$58,899

$56,118


$27.59/hr

Experienced
$78,983

$72,864

$69,326


$34.58/hr

Local Training Opportunities (Contact the school for more information) 
	Certificate and Degree Opportunities

	Bates Technical College           Associates in Technology:

1101 South Yakima Avenue      Architectural Engineering
Tacoma, WA 98405

(253) 680-7000

www.bates.ctc.edu 
	Green River Community College      Certificate:  

12401 SE 320th Street                      Construction Management

Auburn, WA 98092

(253) 833-9111

www.greenriver.edu 

	 WA State University         Bachelor of Science:

225 North Grand Avenue    Architectural Studies

Pullman, WA 98164            Construction Management

(509) 335-8633                    Master’s Degrees:

www.wsu.edu                      Engineering Technology
                                             Architectural Design Theory

                                             Architecture Studies
	University of WA                           Certificate:
1320 NE Campus Parkway              Construction Management
Seattle, WA 98195                           Bachelor of Science:
(206) 543-2100                                Construction Management
www.washington.edu                      Master’s Degrees:
                                                         Construction Management

                                                         Construction Engineering


Estimator

Licensure/Certification/Training
Job entry requirements for cost estimators vary by industry. In the construction industry, employers increasingly prefer individuals with a degree in building construction, construction management, construction science, engineering, or architecture. However, most construction estimators also have considerable construction experience, gained through work in the industry, internships, or cooperative education programs. Applicants with a thorough knowledge of construction materials, costs, and procedures in areas ranging from heavy construction to electrical work, plumbing systems, or masonry work have a competitive edge.
Cost estimators need an aptitude for mathematics, to be able to quickly analyze, compare, and interpret detailed and sometimes poorly defined information, and to be able to make sound and accurate judgments based on this knowledge. Assertiveness and self-confidence in presenting and supporting their conclusions are important, as are strong communications and interpersonal skills, because estimators may work as part of a project team alongside managers, owners, engineers, and design professionals.
Physical Working Conditions

( Estimators spend most of their time in offices, sometimes making visits to the project work sites.
( Frequent travel between a firm’s headquarters and its subsidiaries or subcontractors may be required.
( Estimators work 40 hours or more a week; overtime, pressure and stress are common when facing bid deadlines.
Career Advancement and Related Occupations
For most estimators, advancement takes the form of higher pay and prestige. Some move into management positions, such as project manager for a construction firm or manager of the industrial engineering department for a manufacturer. Others may go into business for themselves as consultants, providing estimating services for a fee to government or to construction or manufacturing firms.

Other workers who quantitatively analyze information include accountants and auditors; budget analysts; claims adjusters, appraisers, examiners, and investigators; economists; financial analysts and personal financial advisors; market and survey researchers; and operations research analysts. In addition, the duties of industrial production managers and construction managers also may involve analyzing costs.
On-line sources for additional information
Association for the Advancement of Cost Estimators: http://www.aacei.org 

Society of Cost Estimating and Analysis: http://www.sceaonline.net 

Washington State Department of Labor and Industries: http://www.lni.wa.gov/
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics: http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos206.htm 

National Center for Construction Education and Research: http://www.nccer.org
Construct Your Career: http://www.buildingtrades.org/SchoolToWork/career.html 


Desirable Attributes and Skills
( Preference for activities of a scientific/technical nature
( Ability to quickly and accurately figure costs
( Strong communication and presentation skills

( Ability to work well independently and on a team

( Ability to perform under pressure and meet deadlines
( Quickly analyze, compare, and interpret information 
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